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Speech of Professor Wise Young

Professor 1l & Chair,
Department of Cell Biology & Neuroscience,
W.M. Keck Center for Collaborative Neuroscience,
Rutgers University

The China SCI Network

Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) has long been considered to be irreversible. For much of
human history, doctors have told patients and families with SCI that they should not
hope for therapies that will restore function. In the past decade, this has changed.
Many animal studies have shown that the spinal cord can regenerate. Dozens of
therapies have now been reported to improve recovery in animals and some are being
tried in humans. However, few of these treatments have been tested in clinical trial.

China is taking the leadership in bringing spinal cord injury therapies to clinical trial by
establishing the China Spinal Cord Injury Network (China SCI Network). The
Network will initially have six nodes: Beijing, Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Shangahi,
Xi'an, and Zhengzhou. The spinal cord centers in these six nodes have the capability
of randomizing thousands of patients to the most promising experimental therapies
compared with the best standard therapies. The clinical trial will be rigorously
designed and executed, compatible with the highest international medical standards.

The University of Hong Kong is proud to be the coordinating center for the China SCI
Network. 1will work with Professor Kwok-Fai So from the University of Hong Kong
as the co-directors of the Network. A distinguished board of advisors has been
appointed to help with the fundraising. A board of investigators from each Network
node will begin regular meetings to standardize care and outcome measures, to consider
possible therapies to test, and to plan clinical trials with Professor Johan Karlberg who
heads the Clinical Trial Centre at the University of Hong Kong.

The initial funding for the China SCI Network will be raised in Hong Kong by a group
of dedicated families, scientists, clinicians, and other people who are committed to
finding a cure for spinal cord injury. In March and October 2005, the Network will
sponsor fundraising events in Hong Kong to raise the money needed to run the China



SCI Network. The Network plans to initiate its first randomized clinical trial by the
end of 2005.

The mission of the China SCI Network will accelerate development and availability
of therapies that improve function in people with spinal cord injury all over the world.
The China SCI Network will work closely with other spinal cord injury clinical trial
networks that are being established in North America, Europe, South America, and in
other Asian countries. The China SCI Network will work closely with the
pharmaceutical and therapeutic industry partners to help convince them to invest in
spinal cord injury therapy development.

The China SCI Network is the first clinical trial network in Asia. As such, it may
well serve as a template for clinical trials of therapies for other neurological conditions,
such as head injury, stroke, Parkinson's disease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, multiple
sclerosis, and many other conditions. By adhering to the highest international medical
standards, including the U.S. FDA, the network will enable China to join the
international clinical trial community testing the most promising therapies of therapies.

For many families with spinal cord injury who have been told that there are no therapies
that can restore function, hope is on the way. The China SCI Network is a
partnership between the community of families with SCI, scientists and clinicians, and
members of the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry who are committed to
fulfilling that hope for the millions of people who impatiently await therapies.
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A letter from a mother of spinal cord injury patient

People think a spinal cord injury can never happen to them or someone they
love. Everyday my phone rings with very sad stories about people who are doing
ordinary things but got paralyzed.

One day I got a very terrible phone call. It was about my own son. It was the
beginning of a nightmare.

I lived in Hong Kong. My Children went to school here. I found the Chinese to
be very caring people.

This China Spinal Cord Injury Network is a very caring deed. It will bring hope
to people all over the world. It will bring hope to heartbroken mothers all over the
world.

I want to thank the University of Hong Kong and all of these Professors and
Doctors in China for being so caring, and so courageous.

—

For mothers everywhere, thank you from the bottom of my heart. )
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From:  Dr Patricia Morton
Director, Planning and Development

The Spinal Cord Injury Project
Rutgers University, USA
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Letter from Ah Pun— A Good News

I suffered from my first and second cervical spinal cord injury in an accident which led to
paralysis and breathing difficulty by myself. During the days that I cannot exercise and
move freely, 1 get used to waiting — waiting for the assistance of the others, waiting for the
days and night to pass by, waiting for the visit of my friends and my beloved family members
and waiting for the moment of death. Do you understand the feeling of “waiting”? I
believe even using thousands of words could not describe my feelings completely. However,
what indeed hurting me is “never-ending asking”: asking someone to feed me, clean me,
scratch for me and to do this and that for me. Asking for help always devalued my
self-esteem. When everything has to be asked for help, 1 rather give up. When being
rejected, 1 choose to give up my requests. All my esteem barely retained, I started
questioning the meaning of life.

Having spent my life in paralysis for 13 years, I live like a parasite. The helpless endlessly
brings me great pain and I would never have a hope to stand and walk again. I can do



nothing but to kill time.

New hope is brought to me when the University of Hong Kong collaborates with experts from
US and Mainland for setting up the China Spinal Cord Injury Network. The Network
hopes to develop effective therapies for Spinal Cord Injury patients. The news strengthens the
faith of patients like me. Though I may not be able to wait for the new therapy before I die,
this great news relights my heart.  If someday I can regain the ability of free body movement,
I can then lead a happy life, without depending on the others.

I am looking forward to this brand new start of my life.
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Objective

The “HKU — SCI Fund” is set up by the University of Hong Kong (HKU) to find
ways of support for the Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) Network in Hong Kong and China to
assess the safety, feasibility, and efficiency of promising therapies for human SCI.

Clinicians have long considered spinal cord injury to be an irreversible condition.
In the past decade, scientists have overturned the dogma that the spinal cord cannot
regenerate. Many therapies have now been reported to restore function in
spinal-injured animals. However, few of these therapies have gone to clinical trial.
As China presents a unique opportunity to carry out large-scale clinical trials of
promising SCI therapies and regional medical centres in China see over a few ten
thousands new cases a year and care for many people with chronic spinal cord
injury, a network of clinical centres in China can test spinal cord injury therapies
more efficiently and rapidly than any other country.

The China SCI Network is a network of spinal cord injury centers in Beijing,
Chengzhou, Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Xi’an that will carry out clinic
trials of promising therapies. All the centers have investigators committed to
developing spinal cord injury therapies.

The University of Hong Kong and the China SCI Network plans to host the first
Annual International Symposium on Spinal Cord Injury Clinical Trials and
Therapies in China, tentatively scheduled in October 2005. This symposium will
showcase achievements of clinical trials in China. Clinicians, scientists, and families
with spinal cord injury will be invited to participate, as well as representatives of the
pharmaceutical and therapeutic industry, foundations, and government agencies.

Way of Support
Cheques can be made out to “HKU — SCI Fund”.
Mailing Address: HKU Foundation Secretariat
Enquiries: 852-2857-8584

Tax-deductible receipts will be issued by HKU.




